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The Class of 2023 proudly presents A Fairy Tale Christmas Carol! Please join us for
the family friendly, fun filled show on December 2nd or 3rd at 7:00!
The show is a retelling of the Charles Dickens classic with fairy tale characters!
Ebenezer Scrooge (Dani Scolton) is a greedy Big Bad Wolf that is visited by three
ghosts! The show stars the Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, Prince Charming, Snow
White, Rumpelstiltskin, Miss Muffet, the Queen of Hearts and many more!
The show will be performed entirely by members of the senior class. The show is
FREE for grades 4 and under and $5 for the rest of the public.

Happy Retirement!

New
Playground!
No matter the weather,
Panama was going to get a
new playground. A BIG
thank you to everyone who
had a part in helping us to
get our new play space.
Please stop and take a look
and play for a while.

First grader London Jankowiak
stopped to visit Mr. Lictus and
wish him well! The students at
Panama are sad to see Mr.
Lictus leave, but hopes he has
a long, happy, healthy
retirement!
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Greetings and Gratitude to the Panama School Community!
It has been my pleasure to begin this journey with you and like many journeys, there are
ways of “starting” that instill hope and anticipated joy for the road ahead – things like
remembering to pack your toothbrush, having a full tank of gas, and not forgetting to turn the
coffee pot off. I imagine all of us have started a trip with one of those missing items casting
annoyance upon us and forcing us to stop the car, turn around, and go home to check that
one last thing off the list – an action that causes great tension for our household at least! (What do you
mean you forgot your sunglasses – seriously – we’re driving east!) It has been one of those good starts in
this new role as your superintendent – and I credit this journey’s no-turning-back beginning to the students,
staff, faculty, Board of Education, administration, and entire Panama community. Thank you!
As I sit here on day 41 and reflect on the journey so far, one story rises to the top. It was a cool and foggy
October morning when I decided to ride a bus route and get to know some of our students and their
pathways to school. I was greeted by a young man – 1st grade as I recall – who did not quite know what to
do with a guy in a tie sitting in his seat at 6:50 AM. He cautiously took another seat next to me, gave me a
wayward glance as he sat down and said “What are you doing here?”
It's a brilliant question when you think about it – children ask these kinds of questions quite often. It caused
me to reflect on a few things that I wanted to share with all of you:
1. “What are you doing here?” is a question that we should all ask ourselves and also be ready for an
answer when asked by others. We should know who we are and why we do what we do –
particularly as adults in a child’s life. Students are always going to ask that question of us as they
seek to learn and grow. Questions are important on the journey of learning.
2. Children are naturally curious. This is a gift, really. They do not filter questions that they are “not
supposed to ask” like adults have decided to do. This is also a great lesson for us. Having a
childlike view of the world is important in this “serious adult life” we lead. We can learn a great deal
from children and the questions they ask. Children want to know more about what it means to be an
adult because they know they are heading in that direction. We are wise if we are ready to guide
them through their curiosity by also being curious ourselves.
3. Children want their seats. I think the real question underlying the “What are you doing here”
question was “Why are you in my seat?” Like us, children have and NEED routine. It should be
noted that a stop or two into our bus ride, he asked if he could sit with me – he mustered the
courage to ask the REAL question. Behind all initial questions are additional (maybe more
authentic) questions. “Why are you here” is also “Why do you matter?” – “What’s going on with this
guy in my seat?” – “Why are you messing with my routine?” – “Who are you?” And this is the truth
for adults as well.
As we continue this journey, I would encourage all of us to reinforce these truths for children as we go. Our
goal at Panama Central School District is to support students as they ask the purpose of their learning, as
they explore their natural curiosity, and as they ask adults to provide routine and predictable experiences for
them in their educational excursion to a high school diploma. Please never hesitate to contact me with
questions about your child’s learning. Not all the roads are smooth along the way but we are here to pave
roads, provide signage, love the children in the seats, and offer a good playlist to listen to along the way.
Aaron W. Wolfe
Superintendent of Schools
(716) 782-4446
awolfe@pancent.org
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Music News
Rachel Selice & Jenna Devereaux
On the weekend of November 4-5, four Panama Chorus students attended the NYSSMA
Area All-State in Akron, New York. They spent Friday evening and all day Saturday
rehearsing and preparing for a concert with students from four different counties. Students
were selected based on solo scores they received at statewide the solo festival last year.
The four Panama students who were accepted were: Aniela Becker, Sarah Golden, Lucy
Bullaro, and Abigail Bullaro.

National Honor Society
Mrs. Keefe
National Honor Society members have been busy signing up to co-chair various events in
the school and the local community for the 2022-2023 school year. The first project NHS
members supported was the Community Thanksgiving Dinner, sponsored and hosted by
the JCC Leadership class. NHS members assisted with preparing the meals, decorating the
venue, and serving the food to all patrons who attended. NHS members are also
supporting the Salvation Army Angel Tree program this year. Every child deserves to
experience the joy of Christmas morning. The Salvation Army Angel
Tree program helps provide Christmas gifts for hundreds of thousands
of children around the country each year. Once a child has been
registered and accepted as an Angel, their Christmas wish list is
shared with donors in the community who purchase gifts of new
clothing and toys. The gifts are distributed to the families to place
under their family Christmas tree. The PCS Angel Tree is proudly on
display in the high school library and has 78 tags on it. Each tag bears
the first name of a child in need and includes a small list of items the
child is wishing to get this year. Co-chairs Lilly Odell and Kylie Morgan
organized the event this year. Both ladies took care of everything
from contacting the Salvation Army to setting up and displaying the
tree, to arranging pick-up times for the gifts. NHS member Sarah
Harvey also assisted with this project. Tags are available in the high
school library, which is where all unwrapped gifts can be returned.
Gifts are due by 12-9-22 and are available for all students and staff
members. If you would like a tag, please contact Helen Keefe,
NHS Advisor, at hkeefe@pancent.org.
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JCC Leadership Engagement
Mrs. Keefe
Leadership Engagement is a JCC course offered at the
high school level and allows students to learn various skill sets and
approaches to becoming and being a leader. As emerging leaders,
students have already done so much, including group projects,
presentations to the school administration, and attending the
Village of Panama monthly meeting. All aspects of this course
allow students to explore the various ups and downs of leadership
while at the same time encouraging them to explore solutions to
problems that arise when leading others. Additionally, followership
strategies are discussed and explored through articles, videos, and
guest speakers. Students get to work in a variety of group
configurations which teaches them how to work with others and
how problem-solving techniques vary from group to group,
assignment to assignment, and project to project. Ultimately,
students in this course will demonstrate awareness of personal
leadership styles and approaches, demonstrate an understanding
of several aspects of leadership theory and practice including selfleadership, followership, and basic leadership practice, and identify
opportunities for the application of their personal leadership style in
their community. This year's leadership students have been busy
working on their course-required 20-hour community service
project and hosted the Community Thanksgiving Dinner at
Panama United Methodist Church on Monday, November
21st. Each of the eight students enrolled in the course took on a
specific leadership role, developed their own requirements for the
role, and then as a group mapped out their individual goals
applying them to the group's final vision for the dinner. So far, this
project has enabled students to learn about advertising,
organization, and effective communication, and has taught them to
plan for the worst outcome while preparing for the best outcome.
The Community Thanksgiving Dinner was free and open to all
members of the Panama School district community.
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FINANCIAL AID
PROCESS
It is important that
you apply for
admission to the
school of your
choice before you
apply for financial
aid.
In order to obtain any financial aid,
student loans and/or scholarships
please follow these important steps:
1. *Colleges will require the FAFSA
- Free Application for Federal
Student Aid to be filed by paper
application or online at
www.studentaid.gov. The
Federal Government prefers
online applications. If you need
a paper application, you must
call 1-800-4FEDAID.
**If you are planning to attend a
school within New York State,
you will be directed to the New
York State TAP - Tuition
Assistance Program application
after filing the FAFSA online.
2. File your FAFSA as soon as
possible after October 1st. Use
your 2021 tax return when filling
out the FAFSA.
3. Apply for financial aid, EVEN IF
YOU DON'T THINK YOU ARE
ELIGIBLE. With a little effort, the
results may be worthwhile. In
addition, you must apply in order
to receive student loans and
most scholarships.
4. Wait to receive Financial Aid
Packages from the colleges to
which you have applied. You
may then compare financial aid
packages to determine the best
deal.

This year's JCC Leadership Engagement Students: Senior,
Danielle Scolton; Junior, Brandon Keefe; Sophomores, Lilly
Borowski, Ava Ecker, Richard Lyon, Kolten Rhoades, Katelyn
Schroder, and Brody Stravato.
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Any questions, please contact the
Guidance Office for an appointment
at 716-782-4448.
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7-12 News
Fall is one of my favorite times of year! Classes, extra-curriculars, and sports are in
full swing and the school is bustling with activity. I am thrilled to have our building
operating under pre-covid conditions. I want to take this opportunity to share some of
the events and activities that have taken place or are going to be taking place in the
middle school and high school over the next couple of months.
In September, we were able to bring in a
representative from Kids Escaping Drugs to talk to
our 5th-12th grade students about the dangers of
Vaping. In October, we got to host all of the CSP
Homecoming events, which included the
Homecoming Parade, Tailgate/Bonfire with a dunk
tank, CSP Football game, and CSP Homecoming
Dance. All of these events were planned and
orchestrated by our PCS Student Government and
their advisor, Mrs. Sabrina Piaschyk! Thank you! I
would also like to thank our community for being
gratuitous hosts to our friends from Clymer and
Sherman. During the second week of October, we were thrilled to be able to have Reggie Dabbs,
motivational speaker, come in to speak to our 5th-12th grade students about character and self-care. This is
Reggie’s second visit to Panama in the last 10 years and needless to say, he rocked! This month
our JCC Leadership class is put together a community Thanksgiving dinner on Monday, November 21st from
5-8pm. It was free for all community members. During the first weekend of December, our senior class will be
putting on the play “A Fairy Tale Christmas Carol”. The
play will run as a fundraiser opening on December 2nd
and 3rd starting at 7pm. Please come to the show to help
support our seniors!
Finally, congratulations to all of our fall sports programs
on a successful season! Winter sports have started.
Good luck to all of our teams!
Thank you for your continued support of our students and
of our school!
Scott Costantini
7-12 Principal

Jamestown Jackals Visit Panama
Pamela Warner, Youth Hoops Coordinator
On Sunday, November 6th, the Jamestown
Jackals hosted a free, two-hour basketball skills
development camp. Owner Kayla Crosby and members
of the Jackals coaching staff and team worked with 58
youths from the surrounding areas. They focused on
fundamental skills like ball handling and shooting and
ended the session with a couple of fun competitions.
Each little hooper left the day with a cool Jackals t-shirt!
We thank the Jamestown Jackals for giving back to the
youth of the community.
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SADD
Mrs. Keefe, Advisor
SADD was busy in October preparing for Red Ribbon
Week. Abby Becker, Haley Odell, Jo Bailey, Mackenzie Greene, and
Sarah Harvey along with SADD's Social Media representative Emmett
Sheldon and members Ashlynn Weaver, Ava Lawson, and Jordyn Oney
all worked to make sure that the Red Ribbon Spirit Week was a success.
Over 30 additional SADD members sorted the red ribbons in preparation
for them to be delivered to all students and staff in the building. During
Red Ribbon week, students enjoyed Pajama Day, Tie vs. Tie-Dye Day,
Twin Day, and Wear Red Day. Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and
largest drug prevention program in the nation, reaching millions of young
people each year. This year’s event took place from October 24-27. This event is an ideal way for people
and communities to unite and take a visible stand against drugs and make a commitment toward the creation
of a Drug-Free America.

Meet our New Staff

Alissa Bullaro
4th Grade Teacher

Mark Ecklund
Cleaner
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Sandy Crossley
Teacher Aide

Pamela Curtis
Teacher Aide

Jamie Gaiser

Meagan Genco

Long-Term ELA
Substitute Teacher

Grade 5/6 Teacher

Shauna Deuink
Payroll Clerk

Shaun Hummel
Supervisor of
Buildings & Grounds
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Ashley Little
3rd Grade Teacher

Edith Odell
Cleaner

Rachel Selice
Music Teacher
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Quinn Payne
Kindergarten Teacher

Jack Smith
Substitute Music
Teacher

Andrew Miller
Bus Mechanic

Belinda Newman
Teacher Aide

Chrystal Roberts
Cleaner

Special Ed. Teacher

Molly Teed
Bus Driver

Dennis Roberts

Aaron Wolfe
Superintendent

Panama Central School
Genevieve
Jordan, District Clerk
41
North Street
Panama, New York 14767

Mission Statement
Panama Central School…where we learn and
grow together through shared effort and
support.
We Believe . . .
• Every individual is important and
deserves respect.
• Learning occurs at home, in school, in
the community and through many
resources
• Education includes intellectual,
emotional, and social learning
• Learning is a continuing life-long
process
• Every individual is entitled to
opportunities to reach his/her potential
• In a safe, supportive, and productive
environment
• Every individual is responsible for
his/her own choices
• Communication within the educational
community is vital to success of the
system.

To email a faculty or staff member at Panama:
First initial of first name + last name + @pancent.org
Example: Jane Doe – jdoe@pancent.org
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Board of Education
Gregory Hudson, President
Carrie Munsee, Vice President
Robert Delahoy
Kyle Rhoades
Steven Morgan
Gregory Bullaro
Sophie Horner
BoardofEd@pancent.org

Administration
Aaron W. Wolfe, Superintendent
awolfe@pancent.org EXT: 4446
Emily Harvey, Director of Instruction
eharvey@pancent.org EXT: 4421
Lauren Harper, UPK-6 Principal
lharper@pancent.org EXT: 4166
Scott Costantini, 7-12 Principal
scostantini@pancent.org EXT: 4413
Amanda Kolstee, District Treasurer
akolstee@pancent.org EXT: 4455
Brynne Hinsdale, Director of Technology
bhinsdale@pancent.org EXT: 4456
Shaun Hummel, Supervisor of Buildings &
Grounds
shummel@pancent.org EXT: 4470
WEBSITE: www.pancent.org

