
    The 2nd Grade Buzz 
     Mrs. Andrews  9-5-14 

 
Dear 2nd Grade Families,   

I have enjoyed getting to know all of the children this week.  We have 
a terrific group of 2nd Grade friends in our classroom. 

 If your child hasn’t already begun talking about Daily 5 at home, they 
probably will soon.  The Daily 5 is a way of structuring our reading block 
so that every student is independently engaged in meaningful literacy tasks. 
It gives children the skills needed to create a lifetime love of reading and 
writing. 
 
The five tasks include: 
1. Read to Self (Read the pictures, read the words, or retell a previously read story.) 

2. Read to Someone (Same as above, but with a partner, elbow to elbow, knee to knee.) 

3. Listen to Reading (Listening to master storytellers on tapes or CDs.) 
4. Work on Writing (individually work on writing of their choice) 

5. Word Work (practice high frequency words, experiment with words, practicing spelling patterns) 
 
 When introducing each task, students discuss what it looks like, sounds 
like, and feels like to engage in the task independently. Then, the children 



work on building their stamina until they are successful at being 
independent while doing that task. When all five tasks have been 
introduced and the children are fully engaged in reading and writing 
activities, I will be able to work with small groups and confer with children 
one on one. 
 Each day students will receive whole group focus instruction and then 
are given independent practice time to read and write. 
 Your child will be taught to select “Good Fit Books” that they can 
read, understand and are interested in, which they will read during      
Daily 5. They will be spending most of their time actually reading, which 
research supports as the number one way to improve reading. I anticipate 
the motivation and enjoyment of reading will skyrocket! 

In a few weeks the students will be introduced to twelve spelling 
words and three challenge words with a common phonics pattern.  We will 
practice the words throughout the week to prepare for a spelling test on 
Friday.  The students will be tested on the twelve spelling words and three 
challenge words.  They will earn bonus points for any challenge words they 
spell correctly. Please practice these words at home with your child to help 
them prepare for their spelling test. 

 Remember to return your book orders by Thursday, September 11th 
if you are interested in ordering any materials. 

 


