
Watch for information to come 
home about Pizza Hut Book-It 
beginning in October. 
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This week in reading we have been 
practicing our Read to Self skills – we are 
each reading for 20 minutes a day now. We 
have discussed and practiced a few CAFÉ 
strategies to help us become better readers: 
fluent readers must read smoothly; read like 
they speak; read with expression; decode 
tricky words; self correct as needed; 
understand what they read. 

 Our Phonics lessons have focused 
on open and closed syllables.  We have 
taken 2 syllables words and learned how to 
chunk or divide them.  We look for the 
vowels, label them, and then draw a bridge 
between them.  Next we label the 
consonants.  The tricky part for the kids 
comes next – deciding where to chunk the 
word.  If it is after the vowel, the syllable is 
open and the vowel shouts it’s name – if it 
is after a consonant the vowel is closed in 
and makes it’s short or trapped sound.  I 
have taught the children how to then “put the 
word on their bodies” and make sure it is a 
REAL word.  Have your child show you 
how they have learned to do this. 

	  

	  

In math this week, we talked about 
Near Doubles Facts.  These are numbers 
that are neighbors on the number line.  
Children MUST know their doubles facts 
fluently to be successful with this addition 
strategy.  If your child has earned anything 
less than 30 on our “What’s the Doubles 
Fact?” practices, please spend time reviewing 
the doubles facts with them.   

Next week we will begin talking about 
“Friends of 10” or Making Ten Facts - all 
of the addition facts that equal 10.  The 
Making Ten Facts are essential to know, as 
they are key to using mental math                 
all through this school year.   

We learned so much about fire and 
traffic safety yesterday on our field trip to 
the Children’s Safety Village.  Thank you 
to Kayla and Gavin’s moms and Gavin’s 

Grandma for helping us out! 

OCTOBER SNACKS – Please DON’T  
send in an October snack.  We 
have enough snacks still from 
September to get us through  

the month. 


